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Newsletter May 2022 

Principal’s Report 
Welcome back to Term 2, with these Easter holidays and first couple of weeks 
including Anzac Day and Labour Day now behind us.  You should also have received 
your student’s Term 1 Report Card to indicate how they have settled into the 2022 
school year.  

In reviewing students’ Term 1 report cards, it was pretty clear that our year 11 
students in particular are noticing the increased requirements of senior school 
studies, and meeting of some of the expectations of the new senior curriculum. 
Senior students should also be aware that successful completion of a subject at 
this level requires more than just effort during class time. Students need to be 
more diligent in completing and revising content and assessment outside of school 
times. And what is probably the biggest favour they can do for themselves, is 
making sure that they do take the opportunity to hand in rough copies or drafts 
for feedback from teachers. It is one of the simplest ways in which they can get 
some assistance in achieving the best possible outcome in a lot of their assessment.  
We have caught up with several of our students regarding their progress, and a 
number of students have made subject changes to continue with more 
appropriate courses. For parents/guardians of senior students, please take the 
opportunity where-ever possible to get in touch with your student’s teachers to 
keep apprised of their progress. 

With some unseasonably heavy rain, resulting in a semi-wet Cross Country and 
ANZAC commemoration, the demanding preparation and rehearsals towards the 
Drama Festival, public holiday Mondays and an on-going trickle of COVID cases in 
these first two ‘short’ weeks, there has been plenty to keep all of us busy.  

It is also that time of the year where I would also like to remind all parents of year 
7 and year 9 students that the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) is being held between 10 to 20 May 2022.    Whilst a range of 
preparation activities have been conducted at school, it would also be highly 
valuable for parents to encourage your students to take these tests seriously, do 
their best, and sit each of the tests for an accurate indication of their results and 
capabilities. This will also provide the school with a range of comparative data to 
target further learning for our students. Individual student results will be reported 
to parents later in the school year. I wish all year 7 and year 9 students great 
success in working their way through the on-line NAPLAN tests, and know they will 
do themselves proud.  

  

Dates to Remember 

Next P&C Meeting 

Tuesday, 10 May at 7.30pm 
in the Staff Common Room.   
All are welcome to attend. 

•  Tuesday 17 May 
 – BSS Cross Country 

•  Sunday 22 May 
 – Growers Race Day 

Clean-up 

• Saturday 28 May 
 – St Colman’s Deb  

•  Tuesday 31 May 
 – NQ Cross Country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school acknowledges the Juru 
Community as the first owners of this country. 
Today, they are still the custodians of the 
cultural heritage of this land. Further to this, 
our school acknowledges there are other 
Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and South 
Sea Island people who have lived, worked and 
contributed to the cultural heritage of our 
community. 
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Leaders’ Investiture 
Good things are worth waiting for.  Although we were unable to hold the 2022 Leaders’ Investiture until the end of Term 
1, we finally got there.  All the leaders – Year 12s, School Captains, Student Council Executive, Indigenous Leader, Junior 
Leaders, House Captains and Student Council Representatives – were all acknowledged on Tuesday, March 29.  Given 
the changed circumstances with Covid-19 and other issues, this year the ceremony was held at the School’s MPS instead 
of the Memorial Hall and we were not able to have any special guests at the event.  However, this did not diminish the 
importance of the ceremony or its meaning.  We would like to take this opportunity to wish all the leaders the best of 
luck in their various roles throughout the year, and acknowledge that they have completed many roles already, before 
they received their badges and recited their pledges. 

Good luck School Leaders.  We look forward to seeing your dedication to our school motto - Finis Opus Coronat – The 
End Crowns the Work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Student Leaders 

Senior Secondary School Captains Junior Secondary Captains Indigenous Leader 
Caitlyn Swinney 
Malcolm Balmer 

Christiana Bugeja 
Cruz Torkington 

Heidi Luhrs 

  Junior Secondary Principal’s 
Representative 

  Grayson Potter-Geitz 

House Captains 

Beachmount Inkerman Upstart 
Jade Nicolson 

Marnie Skipper 
Aaliyah Gibson 
Hayley Minuzzo 

Zoe Branch 
Liam Todeschino 

Student Council Executive 

President: 
Hayley Minuzzo 

Vice President: 
Aaliyah Gibson 

Treasurer: 
Liam Todeschino 

Secretary: 
Marnie Skipper 

Student Council Form Class Representatives 

7A 8A 9A 10A 11A 
Indiana MacDonald 

Alex Swinney 
Isla Wilkie 

John Southwell 
Khiara Turner 
Trebor Burr 

Chloe Blacklock 
Tayah Gibson 
Mark Spalding 

Martina Bojack 
Lily Jackson 

7B 8B 9B 10B 11B 
Chloe Grindrod 

Kalen Linton 
Georgia Howie 

Judas Burr 
Zoe Bonanno 
Jacob Drain 

Saelym White 
Jacob Machin 

Joshua Machin 
Cooper Talbot 
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STUDENT COUNCIL EXECUTIVE 
Marnie Skipper, Liam Todeschino,  
Aaliyah Gibson & Hayley Minuzzo 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 
Beachmount-Marnie Skipper & Jade Nicolson 

Upstart-Liam Todeschino & Zoe Branch 
Inkerman-Aaliyah Gibson & Hayley Minuzzo 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
Malcolm Balmer & Caitlyn Swinney 

2022 Year 12s 

Performer Joshua Machin 

Principal’s Representative Grayson Potter-Geitz, Junior 
School Captains Christiana Bugeja & Cruz Torkington 

INDIGENOUS SCHOOL CAPTAIN 
Heidi Luhrs 
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Along with several other marquee events on the HHSHS calendar, the swimming carnival had to be postponed to later 
in the term due to Covid 19. With the carnival rescheduled to 25 March, we escaped the usual heat that comes at the 
beginning of term and parents, staff and students all enjoyed a fantastic day. 

House captains led rowdy war cries as everyone got into the spirit at a special parade on Thursday’ Spirit Day. And on 
Friday there was a riot of colour as everyone turned up in theme. Upstart went back to the 80s, Inkerman turned into 
Inmates and Beachmount threw a PJ Party! 

The swimming carnival was a massive success with many students participating at their highest level and the points 
relay was a favourite with staff and students. 

The winning house on 630 points, after a thirty-year drought, was Inkerman! This was a massive, and popular surprise 
to everyone including house captains Hayley Minuzzo and Aaliyah Gibson, who joyfully accepted the trophy. Upstart 
was second with 590 points, while Beachmount finished third on 462. 

We have to thank all the staff who assisted in organising and running the carnival. Also, a big thanks go to the managers 
at the Home Hill Pool – Lloyd and Lisa Shepherd and the Home Hill Swimming Club for letting us use their equipment, 
the year 12s and many other students, along with all staff who assisted on the day and helped with setting up and 
cleaning up afterwards. It was a fantastic team effort. 

The age champions for 2022 were:  

  Boys Girls 

12 years — Luke Potter-Geitz (Upstart) Genevieve Bonanno (Inkerman) 

13 years — Nate Weston (Inkerman) Isla Wilkie (Beachmount) 

14 years — Cruz Torkington (Beachmount) Ruby Linton (Inkerman) 

15 years — Rian Berryman (Inkerman) Zoe Bonanno (Inkerman) 

16 years —   Rylan Weston (Inkerman) Morgan Leard-Lamont (Inkerman) 

17+ years — Liam Todeschino (Upstart) Zoe Branch (Upstart) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 2022  

 

 Page 5 

 

 

 
 
  



May 2022  

 

 Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SP
IR

IT
 D

A
Y 



May 2022  

 

 Page 7 

 

Upcoming NQ Cluster Trial Dates 
Please listen to notices for more information. 

Wednesday 1 June U15 B & G Basketball 
U16, U19 B Football 
14-15 Rugby Union 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL members, Mr Allan Petersen (Secretary), Mr Bill Lowis, and Mr Ken Wright of HH 
Funeral Services & Cemeteries were assisted by Year 12 Student Executive members, Malcolm Balmer and Liam 
Todeschino, in a project to install 41 gravestones and plaques for WWI returned servicemen and women buried in the 
Home Hill Cemetery. 

The students enjoyed learning a number of new skills and supporting the RSL who have been so generous to Home 
Hill High. “We are happy to see the soldiers being recognised and are thankful for their service,” reported Liam. 

“Working on this project has left us feeling fulfilled and proud to be Australian,” Malcolm agreed.   

Mr Petersen expressed his gratitude and said, “I’d just like to say thanks to the boys for volunteering their time during 
their Easter break. As an RSL Sub-Branch, we are very fortunate to have had a strong connection with Home Hill High 
students and staff for many years.” 
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    MONTHLY S.L.A.W.F SNAPSHOT  
 

Each newsletter, we will share an indicator from Home Hill 
High School’s Student Learning and Wellbeing 
Framework (SLAWF) and share the processes, activities 
and opportunities we utilise to meet the indicator and 
support our students’ learning and wellbeing.  

INDICATOR 2(a): 

Home Hill High provides health and wellbeing opportunities for students through curriculum focused on mental 
health, relationships and sexuality, alcohol and other drugs, food and nutrition, benefits of physical activity and 
safety.   

At Home Hill High School, we provide this by:  

• Aligning school curriculum (Health and Physical Education and the Personal and Social General Capabilities) 
with the P-10 Australian Curriculum 

• Weekly Wellbeing Lessons (known as TOP/SET) – these lessons cover a variety of topics including Puberty, 
STI’s, Safe Sex and Consent,  Dangers of Alcohol & Drugs, Nutrition, Dangers of Sexting, Bullying, Importance 
of Sleep and Lifestyle Diseases.  In addition, evidenced based programs are also delivered through these 
lessons over differing year levels – namely: Respectful Relationships Program,  Beyond Blue Sensability 
Program, Get Ready Program, Black Dog Institute’s Headstrong Program and the eSmart cyber safety Program.  

• Having a variety of guest speakers visit to promote wellbeing and safety including School Based Health Nurse, 
Guidance Officer, Qld Police Service, Ambulance Service and external organisations such as Lives Lived Well, 
CORES and Headspace. 

• Students participating in Day of Action against Bullying & Violence, R U OK? Day, P.A.R.T.Y excursion (Yr 11) - 
Preventing Alcohol and Risk Related Trauma in Youth and Qld Mental Health Week activities. 

 

 

 

Funding for Sporting, Academic and Cultural Representation 

If your student is representing the school in sporting (e.g. NQ sport), academic (e.g. NYSF) and 
cultural pursuits (e.g. Rostrum state final), the P&C are prepared to consider applications to 
provide financial assistance with the associated travel costs. To apply for assistance the student 
must submit a written request prior to their travel, together with the detailed costings of the travel. 
Approval is granted upon consideration by the P&C. After the student has participated in their 
event a further requirement is that they submit a brief oral report at a P&C meeting. 
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Some events had to be cancelled or restructured due 
to the delayed start to the year. Therefore, our 
school’s ANZAC Day parade on 22 April was even more 
special as the Student Leadership Executive was able 
to lead the school in remembering those who fought 
for our country in the First World War and conflicts 
onward. School principal Mr Kingma and School 
Captain Malcolm Balmer both made very moving 
addresses on the significance of ANZAC Day, while 
guest speaker, national serviceman and RSL secretary 
Allan Peterson, provided an interesting address to the 
students about his reflections on the ANZAC spirit.   

Mr Richard Kelly and Mr Allan Petersen, invited guests 
from the RSL, then announced the winners of the 
ANZAC Day competition: Hayley Minuzzo and Georgia 
Howie. Talitha Carrol and Michael Finn received special mention. Students and guests then placed poppies of 
remembrance into the poppy board that was graciously created and donated by Mr Allan Petersen last year. After the 
Last Post, and the reading of the Ode by Caitlyn Swinney, all student representatives, teachers and invited guests were 
treated to refreshments in the library.  Staff, students and guests from the Home Hill Sub-branch of the RSL, were also 
able to view and enjoy the library’s ANZAC display, focused on the Australian who have sacrificed their life to service 
in recent years. 

While many students took the challenge of attending the Dawn Service (where Malcolm Balmer redelivered his speech) 
and its following events, most of Home Hill High’s cohort turned up to the ANZAC Day march. Students from all grades 
attended, with senior students stepping up to carry national flags important to the ANZAC history. The flag holders, 
school and several teachers then walked in the annual Home Hill parade, before assembling at the Memorial Park. 
Caitlyn Swinney gave an address on the importance of ANZAC Day to the younger generation. After other addresses, 
the wreath laying and the Last Post, those were treated to refreshments.  

On ANZAC Day, we do our best to understand what commitment, service and freedom mean, and reflect on the values 
that so many have given their lives to protect.  

LEST WE FORGET 
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Library ANZAC Day display featuring fallen servicemen and women (and an 
Explosive Detection Dog) who had died serving Australia in the Afghanistan 
conflict. Thank you to veteran Mr Rick Young for his contributions to the 
display.  

Congratulations to the ANZAC Day 'Spirit of the Anzac' Competition winners, 
Hayley Minuzzo (Senior), Georgia Howie (Junior), Talitha Carroll and Michael 
Finn (Special Mentions). Students were awarded with certificates and winners 
received vouchers graciously donated by the Home Hill Sub-branch of the RSL. 

 
 
 
  



May 2022  

 

 Page 11 

 

  PROGRAM 
On Friday 18 March, our year 11 students went to the TAFE campus for the RYDA driver awareness program. The 
course is sponsored by Rotary, and aims to provide young people with the skills and strategies they need to stay safe 
on the roads.  

The RYDA workshop features highly engaging practical demonstrations, real-life narratives, videos, quizzes and 
interactive role play. The RYDA approach supports youth development in a number of areas including social resilience 
and anticipating and managing risk.  

At the workshop, students attended six interactive sessions where they had the opportunity to set road safety goals 
and build strategies alongside the friends they will most likely be riding with, as drivers or passengers.  

Thanks goes to Rotary, the RYDA instructors, and our two teachers who accompanied our year 11 students – Mr 
Cheyne and Mr Newton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, only years 10 and 12 will participate in Work Experience in LPC Week 
(Term 3, 12-16 September). The year 11s will be going on camp. 

Please remember that work experience for years 10-12 can be arranged for the holiday 
breaks at any time. Please contact Mrs Roslyn Gall or Mrs Megan Barbagallo for further 
information. 
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Rugby League 
Open Crushers Report 

With the impacts of Covid-19, public holidays, student work commitments and injuries, the 2022 Open Rugby League 
competition in the Burdekin became more of a festival than a season of Rugby League this year. 

The mighty HHSHS Crushers had a squad of 
approximately 8 players this season, which made 
things tricky when it came to playing a sport 
requiring 13. However, this did not phase Mr Ross 
as he proceeded to organise three pre-season 
trainings, alas few turned up to them, but it’s the 
thought that counts. 

Unfortunately, most of our warm ups were the 
team getting to meet their teammates for the first 
time from Ayr High and BCC, organising positions 
(which became tricky as every second student 
wanted to play Centre) and filling up drink bottles. 

Once the side got on the field though it was like 
watching the New Zealand Warriors - Brilliant at times, then the opposite a second later. To the boy’s credit, they 
never gave up and it was a character-building experience, even though we didn’t manage to get a win this year. 

Special thanks to Mrs Forno and Mrs Todeschino for their brilliant admin, management and positivity on getting the 
boys ready for the matches.  

Mr Ross 
The man with the whistle and cones.  

 

Under 15 Report 

Led by their talented Captain, Jacob Drain, the U15 Rugby League team 
showed great determination against the larger schools in the Interschool 
competition. Hard hit-ups by Riley Caddies, great kicking and a try by Joel 

Profke, solid running by Blaize 
Palmer, and a ripper try by Richard 
Conway were a spectacle for 
supporters. Jacob also scored two 
tries in the first match. Newcomers 
to the game, Campbell Cooke and 
Matthew Gudge, weren’t out of 
their depth and contributed to the 
team performance.  

Appreciation is extended to the 
three BCC players and Ayr player 
who donned the HH jersey for a 
game each, the referees, water runners and the Burdekin Roosters Club. 

Special thanks to Mrs Kylie Forno, who co-ordinated the entire Interschool 
competition, coached the U15’s and supported all of the teams.  
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Under 13 Report 

Confidence, Condition and Communication: these were the 3 pillars coach Chippo set for the boys’ U13 Rugby League 
team at the start of the season. The HHSHS Crushers team certainly brought this spirit to their final game last 
Wednesday.  

Confidence - was brought by the likes of Rowen, the Team Spirit, Jerry, the Dashing Spin and Kalen, the Knight. Rowan 
scored the Crusher's first try of the season by his brave sprint from the back half. While, Jerry gave the opposition 
numerous headaches with his spins and dummies in attack. Kalen was the valiant knight. No matter who he was up 
against, he put his body on the line. He even tackled and brought down an opposition player 3.14 times the size of 
him. 

Condition - was shown by the likes of Jack, the Unstoppable, Corbin, the Tactician, and Riley, the Crusher. Jack 
presented his team with many opportunities to score with his ability to press forward with his unbelievable strength 
in tackles. Corbin tactically positioned himself around the field and halted the opposition on several advances. Riley 
was fierce in his tackles - the opposition team even ran away from him at one point. 

Communication - was clearly demonstrated by the likes of Xavier, the Noble, Nate, the Athlete, and Luke, Man of the 
Match. Xavier performed some of the kick offs for the team and marched into opposition territory while commanding 
the troops. Nate, not only talked the talk, but led by example with his athleticism. Man of the Match, Luke, 
demonstrated great leadership for the Crushers. No matter whether the team was attacking or defending, Luke 
inspired his team with his words to compete up until the final whistle. 

Well done to the boys and a valiant season in 2022. We are excited to see the Crusher spirit again next year. 

Thank you to all the following people who made this season happen. 

• Doug ‘Chippo’ Chappell - Coach 
• Mr. Curtis 
• Mrs. Forno  
• Mrs Todeschino 
• Chloe Blacklock  
• Michael Finn 
• Parents and supporters 
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On one day in March, a total of 1305 bottles and cans were brought to school 
by staff and students as part of the Student Council “Containers for Change” 
Form Class Challenge for this term.  
Congratulations to the winning form class who contributed 729 containers for 
change: 9B, Mr Hung & Mrs Todeschino’s form class. In 2nd place with 197 
bottles and cans was Miss Fristch's 7A form class followed in 3rd place by Mr 
Curtis' 8B form class with 167 cans/bottles. 
9B will enjoy a pizza party for their reward and others who brought in cans and 
bottles receive a free slushie, or ice block voucher. Thank you to our biggest contributors, and also members of 9B, 
Zoe Bonanno (446) and Grace Ogomeni (193), along with Mr Doug Curtis, Mrs Todeschino, Mrs Nicholas, Michael Finn, 
Chantel Richards, Isla Wilkie, Ms Flynn, David Richards, Liam Todeschino, Indie MacDonald and Lucy.   
What a magnificent effort!  
Families may also return cans to any ‘Containers for Change’ depot and use the scheme ID of C10176819 to continue 
to raise funds for our school’s P&C.  
Don’t Forget to keep collecting! 
The rewards were kindly supplied by our P&C, thank you! 
 
 
 

 

Welcome back to Term 2.  I have some awesome groups going this term that I am going to be running hopefully all 
year.   The first is the Alphabet Alliance.  This group meets fortnightly and is a safe space for all students and teacher 
that either identify as LGBTQI+ or are a supporter of these students, to get together and share stories and brainstorm 
about how to make Home Hill High a more inclusive school for everyone.  To make Home Hill High’s LGBTIS+ students 
feel more supported, I have made available to all staff members some awesome rainbow themed stickers for the 
teachers to place on their diaries and laptops to show their support.  You might want to ask your students if they have 
seen any around the school?  My future vision for this group is to have some guest speakers come and tell their story 
to the group along with getting our LGBTQI+ students to feel that they are able to be 100% themselves whilst at our 
school.  The library also did a wonderful display for the whole school community to appreciate.   

Home Hill Rocks is the second project I am really excited about starting at Home Hill High.  The Kindness Rocks Project 
was started in the United States in 2015 and came about after the creator wrote “You’ve got this” on a rock and left it 
on the beach.  A friend found it and spoke about how inspiring it was and she started leaving more rocks with 
inspirational messages behind.  In an effort to increase our community profile and engage Home Hill High within the 
local community, students will be given the opportunity to paint a rock with a design or inspirational message. Students 
then take their painted rock out into the community and leave it for others to find and either keep or be rehidden.  If 
you find one of these rocks, I would love to see a picture – you can email it to my school email swilk183@eq.edu.au 
and I can get it posted on our Facebook page, or you could post it on the the Tsv Rocks Facebook page.    I will be doing 

this activity before school at the Lunch Box starting on Thursday 
5 May and hopefully running all year long.   So keep a look out 
around our wonderful district for some Home Hill Rocks!!  

Stay safe  
Miss Sue x 

mailto:swilk183@eq.edu.au
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Our annual Cross Country event was held on Thursday 21 April this year. 
It was an entertaining afternoon, which included variable weather 
conditions along the route. Students thoroughly enjoyed running 
through the different terrains surrounding the school. 

UPSTART was the winner by quite a margin on 412 points, followed by 
Beachmount in second on 256 and Inkerman a close third with 251.  

The Home Hill State High School representative team will participate in the Burdekin State School trials Week 5, 
Tuesday 17 May, to be held at Home Hill SHS.  

Letters for our top four placegetters have been given out to student representatives. Please ensure they are returned 
on time to avoid confusion. Good luck to all competitors.  

Individual Age Champions were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BOYS GIRLS 

12years Luke Blacklock (Upstart) Jemma Olditch (Inkerman) 

13years Rowen Petersen (Upstart)  Isla Wilkie (Beachmount) 

14years Sonny O’Rourke (Upstart) Ruby Linton (Inkerman) 

15years Dean Kaminski (Upstart) Grace Ogomeni (Upstart) 

16years Maliq Ogomeni (Upstart) Jasmine Styles (Beachmount) 

Open Austin Davenport (Upstart) Zoe Branch (Upstart) 

Upstart House Captains 
Liam Todeschino & Zoe Branch 
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Information for families 
Helping families through life’s ups and downs 

Family and Child Connect is a free, confidential service that can connect families to the practical support they need 

to bounce back in tough times. Family and Child Connect can connect you to local services that help with: 

• managing your child’s behaviour 

• building better family relationships 

• stopping violence at home 

• budgeting and managing money 

• alcohol, drug or gambling problems 

• accessing housing, health care or other community or government services. 

Family and Child Connect services are provided by trusted, local organisations who are experienced in working with 

families.  

To find out more about Family and Child Connect, call 13 FAMILY (13 32 64) or visit familychildconnect.org.au. Access 

to interpreters is available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

The School Dental Service is now offering a general course of dental care every 12 months to Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 
Secondary School Students.  All routine dental treatment provided is free from “out of pocket expenses”. 

To make an appointment students and parents may phone (during working hours Tuesday to Friday) the Ayr School 
Dental Service on 0407674696.  The dental van is currently located at the Home Hill State Primary School. 

Requirements for treatment include: 

• The student is currently enrolled in years 7-10. 

• Students should be accompanied by a Parent/Guardian to the initial appointment so that consent medical 
history can be completed. 

• Parents are to notify their child’s school of all dental appointments during school hours. 

• It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure their child’s attendance at all dental appointments. 

• If your child is unable to attend their dental appointment, please phone the clinic prior this appointment and 
we will reschedule for you. 

• CDBS will be collected from eligible patients. 

• You must bring your Medicare card to your first appointment. 

Please contact us if you have enquiries or concerns regarding appointments. 

With regards 

Oral Health Services 

Townsville Hospital & Health Services 

 

https://www.familychildconnect.org.au/
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Congratulations to the following students who have represented the Burdekin in Term 1 NQ trials. 

Netball - Aaliyah Gibson, Zoe Branch, Jasmine Styles and Tayah Gibson. 

Rugby League - Jacob Drain and Maliq Ogomeni. 

Rugby Union - Liam Todeschino - successful in making the NQ team (travels to Brisbane for the State Champs at the 
end of May) 

Touch - Luke Blacklock, Jack Power and Jacob Drain (Possibles & Probables). 

Hockey - Cruz Torkington 

AFL - Alex Swinney 

 

Sports’ Excellence Program 

HHSHS Sports’ Excellence Program training begins at 7am with Mr Glen Cornford of Positive 
Performance, working on preparation for the athletics events for the Interhouse carnival to be 
held later in the term.  

Sports’ Ex participants have recently experienced great success with most of them achieving age 
champion status in the Swimming carnival and Cross Country, and some representing Burdekin 
and achieving NQ representation. Dean Kaminski, year 10 (right) also competed in the 400m 
event at Townsville’s Festival of Athletics on the weekend winning a Gold medal with his time 
of 58.14secs. 

 

 

      Netball 
Our Home Hill netball teams have completed their rounds for interschool games.  The U15 team played Ayr High on 
20 April, narrowly missing the win on 18-22. This week, they came up against a stronger BCH team, going down 24-
36. It was great to see the girls put in such a great effort, especially our younger girls playing up. The Open team 
came home strong last week to defeat Ayr High 22-15 but were outplayed by BCH this week, going down 44-8.  

Congratulations to the Open Netball team who will play in the final against BCH next Wednesday. The game will be 
played at BCH with the U15 game at 3:40pm and the Opens at 4:30pm.  
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JCU Science and Engineering Challenge 2022 
26 enthusiastic year 9 and 10 students travelled to Townsville to participate in the annual JCU Science and Engineering 
Challenge. Competing against seven other schools from Townsville, students tackled various STEM challenges to 
problem solve their way towards competition points.  

At the end of the day, Home Hill State High School came 2nd overall, only 12 points behind the winning school 
(Townsville Grammar). Well done guys, a great effort. 
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Economics and Business Students complete VET course 
Year 10 students who study 
Economics and Business have 
recently completed a Certificate I 
in Basic Financial Literacy. This 
VET certificate covers a number 
of topics, including taxation and 
superannuation, and is a 
nationally recognised course. 
Completion of the Certificate has 
given students two QCE points 
which are banked towards their 
senior studies. Congratulations 
to Chloe Richardson, Maliq 
Ogomeni, Saelym White, Mark 
Spalding, Tayah Gibson and Mya 
Young (absent).  

 

 

Generous donation to HHSH 

In 2021 Mt Carlton donated $32 799.95 to upgrade our Industrial 
Technology and Design Department. This upgrade included purchase of 
a second shipping container to assist with storage for the workshop 
classes. The construction of two purpose build stands to secure our 
shipping containers to safety standards and then a roof over the area in 
between to extend our usable workshop space and move some the 
workshop operation outside making it safer to work in the area. This 
semester our year 12 Industrial Technology Skills class have been 

utilising this space and later in the year they will be joined by the year 11s. The new storage will help keep all of our 
class projects safe and secure and by doing this will increase the safety in our workshops by removing all these as 
hazards. Included in the grant was the purchase of new learning aids which the year 10 students will be working with 
later this year. We would like to thank Mark Brown, Health, Safety, Environment and Community Manager and Julie 
Leonard, People, Culture and Community Advisor from Navarre Minerals for the support they have shown to the 
improvement of our Industrial Technology and Design area at Home Hill State High School. This will go a long way to 
improving our health and safety within our workshops and would not have been possible without you support. 
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Agribusiness Gateway to Industry School News 

 TERM 2 – Welcome back!!  

 

Welcome back to another great term of Agriculture.  This term Year 11/12 Ag Practices students are looking at a variety 
of plant nurseries and will be involved in a comparative analysis across all aspects of nursery production.  Year 7 
students are making their way down to the Dig INN plot to learn about plant production.  They will be conducting trials 
to determine the effect of moon planting on germination rate and vitality of plants. Year 8 students are getting their 
hands dirty with a focus on soil chemistry.  Over the next few weeks students will be given the task to collect and 
analyse a variety of soil types whilst working alongside an agronomist.   

Home Hill State High School would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge a variety of community members 
that continue to support the development of the Dig INN Plot. 

 

• SANCO and Home Hill Seedlings for their donations of 
speedlings and materials 

• Kiehne Guy Small Crops for donating a fertigation 
tank  

• Steve Sunderland, Nutrien Ag Solutions Account 
Manager Merchandise/Horticulture for advice and set-

up of the fertigation system  

• Rian Swindley for the donation of watermelon 
seedlings, planting demonstration and continued advice  

• Len and Sandra Doyle for their kind donation of shed storage equipment 

• Des and Paula Chapman for greenhouse and horticulture support and advice 

• Alec Bojack and Allan Styles for undertaking the never-ending jobs list… 

• Liesmann and Sons for continued support and product donation. 
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The plot is now producing some great vegetables as well as plentiful learning opportunities for students.  Keep an eye 
out for our school stall, markets and produce sold at Tosh’s stall.  Students have also started providing produce to Q 
Street Grill, Meals on Wheels, Nicko’s, The Crown and Malpass.  Thank you to our 
community for supporting our Agribusiness initiative.  

 

Lower Burdekin Landcare Excursion 

A very big thank you for Lower Burdekin Landcare Group for hosting the Year 11/12 students last term.  Students learnt 
the importance of sourcing native seeds and were hands on with planting seeds and taking cuttings. This visit 
complements the terms unit and will provide a comparison to another local plant nursery, Pedigree Speedlings in the 
next few weeks. 

Ag Precinct Project News!! 

In February Navarre Minerals proudly advised Home Hill State High School February 2022 they were successful with 
their application for $300,000 (over 3 years) towards their Ag Plot Project. 

Overview of the Project:  

“A community-minded modern sustainable project, creating a hands-on learning experience while students are 
connecting with the land and using innovative farming practices for generations to come. The Project engages many 
local Whitsunday & Burdekin businesses plus students from information technology, art, business, science, hospitality 
& agriculture. The funding will continue to educate students about soil and water quality plus the associated best 
management practices to minimise the pollutants and the risk these may pose for the Great Barrier Reef and will add 
value to the Australian Curriculum, in turn giving students the knowledge to make informed decisions about how to 
protect their environment” 

Quotes from key stakeholders about the Project: 

"In Term 2 will see the start of the construction of the Ag. Precinct with the construction of a greenhouse/grow-house, 
a reasonably large shed/store, and a fertigation system. We have also been fortunate enough that Navarre Minerals 
Queensland of Mt Carlton Operations has agreed to join us in a partnership on this project to the tune of $300,000 to 
allow us to add on a produce sorting and packing area and cold-room set up. This should allow us to create a 
commercial like set-up that really allows students to experience contemporary agricultural learnings. It is great to see 
an Australian owned company active in the local area come aboard to this extent. None of this would have eventuated 
without the drive of Louise Nicholas, or the support from a wide range of local agricultural companies, farms and 
grower services. It is great to see the strong contextual linkage between our local community and our school in this 
area". Frank Kingma - Home Hill State High School Principal    

“The new Agriculture Precinct being built at Home Hill State High School is an exciting opportunity to support the great 
work and take it to the next level, providing connections to industry and teaching relevant Agriculture skills to 
students.  The practical training area will prepare students to enter exciting Agriculture careers in a region that has an 
abundance of jobs available now and into the future". Julia Wheway – North Queensland representative of the 
Queensland Agricultural Workforce Network (QAWN) hosted by the Bowen Gumlu Growers Association. QAWN is 
funded by the Queensland Government and has a total of 7 officers hosted by industry across the state.  
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"We are pleased to have been able to assist Home Hill State High School with developing the Ag Plot and look 
forward to assisting where we can with the development of the new Ag Precinct. The Burdekin and Gumlu community 
are built on Agriculture and there has been a huge gap in Agriculture education locally since the Burdekin Ag College 
at Clare closed. We have already seen an increase in students taking up work experience opportunities and further 
studies in Agriculture since the Ag program began. The students of Home Hill State School are fortunate to receive 
assistance from Navarre Minerals and the State Government to develop an exciting Ag Precinct." Vito and Donna 
Patane, Home Hill Seedlings. 

"Agriculture is the life blood of the Burdekin and there are so many career opportunities particularly in the horticulture 
sector.  It is wonderful that Home Hill High School has recognised this, and has been able to secure funding to create 
an Ag Precinct within the school. As horticultural producers we are passionate about young people being exposed to 
the many career opportunities available within the sector and the Home Hill High School program is such a great 
initiative, giving students first-hand experience in growing and marketing fresh produce.  The building of the new 
facilities, made possible with the generous funding of Navarre, who recognise the importance of giving back to the 
community, will provide even more learning experiences so that students gain a solid foundation towards a career in 
Agriculture". Des and Paula Chapman 

“Fellow students, peers, parents, teachers and others reading this. My name is Lucas Alexander and I am in class 7B 
and I have the honour to be included in a STEM project talking about Biosecurity.  For those who do not know what 
biosecurity is, let me explain.  Biosecurity is a way we keep out unwanted pests/ diseases from Australia and managing 
the ones we already have.  Now that you know what Biosecurity is, I will tell you want we are doing in our STEM course.  
Our main goal in this course is to create an invention on tinker-cat software when you can create and make your own 
ideas where it will control and/or eradicate a biosecurity risk.  We also had a special guest join us last term.  He is the 
leading manager in preventing bee biosecurity risks in Queensland.  He talked to us about what he does and his job 
and how we can eradicate and/or control bee biosecurity risks”.  Lucas Alexander 7B 
 

Groper Creek Biology Field Trip 2022 

Year 11 and 12 Biology students went to Groper Creek last week as part of their ecology unit. Students spent the day 
measuring environmental factors, observing and recording biodiversity data and enjoying the Groper Creek surrounds. 
Crab pots where dropped (and one mud crab made it home), many mangroves where measured and some students 
found themselves knee deep in mud. 

A big thank you to Dave and Jeanette Garvey from Groper Creek Caravan Park for allowing us to spend the day at 
Groper Creek. 
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