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Newsletter March 2021 
Principal’s Report 
With an incredibly hectic couple of weeks, we suddenly find ourselves halfway through 
Term 1, 2021 already.  At least this year we started day one without interruption from 
rain and flooding, so despite the heat, learning has returned to the forefront, after all 
this is our core business.  

As a final summation of 2020, our students’ results were pleasing, both for the Year 12 
cohort as well as our school results as a whole; 

• For our Year 12 certification, 97% of students achieved a QCE or QCIA.  

• For our first year of ATAR results, our 2020 senior students ended up with 
a solid set of results overall, and no tail-end strugglers. Very pleasing, 
considering the disruptive year these students experienced.  

Our end of year report card data was also mostly pleasing, particularly considering the 
2020 conditions. (See the details below.) There was a significant increase in students 
achieving a D result due to COVID. By year levels, the Year 11 and Year 8 cohorts 
demonstrated very strong results, with the Year 10 cohort results leaving the greatest 
room for improvement. 

 A B C D E N  2020  

% PASS 

Sem. 2, 2020 11.7 28.5 37.9 29.5 4.2 7.3  59.0 

ATSI students 1.9 19.2 45.4 20.3 2.9 6.3  70.5 

Term 1 indicative report cards will come out early in Term 2, which should provide 
parents and carers with a good indication on how your student has started with their 
2021 studies. We anticipate running parent/teacher interviews shortly after, and it 
would be great to see many parents and carers take the opportunity that the 
parent/teacher interviews provide to get detailed feedback from teachers on their 
child’s studies. 

Late during Term 1 the school will go through a full school review, as every school has 
to every four years. It is amazing how quickly this seems to have come around again. 
It will provide us with a snapshot of our school’s effectiveness, and should also provide 
us with a range of improvement advice and suggestions for the next four years.  

I wish to highlight a new program through which we may be able to provide access for 
a number of students to loan laptops (mainly Years 12, 11 – and Year 10 if possible). 
The “Financial Hardship & Equity” laptop program links to our BYOx program. 

Financial Hardship/Equity Pool equipment 

Home Hill State High School has a small pool of IT equipment such as laptops available 
for borrowing by students. These items, loaned through the Financial Hardship/Equity 
Pool, are available for students who meet the conditions required for this program.  

Dates to Remember 

Next P&C Meeting 

The March meeting of the P&C 
will be the AGM, held on 

Tuesday, 9 March at 7.30 pm in 
the Staff Common Room.   

All are welcome to attend. 

•  Friday 19 March 
 – National Say No to Bullying & 

Violence Day 

•  Wednesday 24 March 
 – Year 7 & 10 vaccinations 

• Thursday 1 April  
 – Interhouse Cross Country 

– End of Term 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school acknowledges the Juru 
Community as the first owners of this country. 
Today, they are still the custodians of the 
cultural heritage of this land. Further to this, 
our school acknowledges there are other 
Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and South 
Sea Island people who have lived, worked and 
contributed to the cultural heritage of our 
community. 
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Specifically, it is targeted towards students who do not have access to digital technologies at home, and where 
financial hardship conditions mean students are therefore unlikely to be able to access their education in an equitable 
manner to other students.  It is one way Home Hill State High School provides targeted support for eligible Senior 
Secondary students to ensure they can fully access the curriculum. 

There are a number of requirements that need to be met in order to be able to participate in this program. Further 
details about this and the program are provided in this newsletter, and application forms for it may be collected from 
the school Administration Office.   

 

 

Financial Hardship/ Equity Pool application to BYOx at Home 
Hill State High School 

Bring your own device (BYOx) is a pathway supporting the delivery of 21st century learning. BYOx is a term used to 
describe a process where students or staff use their privately owned device to access the internet and information 
systems saved on the server at Home Hill High. 

Benefit of Connecting to the Network 

• Student gets wireless access to the internet through their own device 

• Student gets access to their H drive, some school software and printers while connected on their device at 
school 

• Students get a laptop locker (lockable) to store their computer in at school. 

Cost of the BYOx Program 

The standard cost of connecting to the BYOx Program and accessing a laptop locker is $35 per year, plus a $10 
payment for a lock to the laptop locker. Financial Hardship/Equity Pool laptops will be SIM enabled for internet 
connectivity purposes (this remains the responsibility of the lender).  

Financial Hardship/Equity Pool equipment 

Home Hill State High School has a small pool of IT equipment such as laptops and sim cards available for borrowing 
by students. These items, loaned through the Financial Hardship/Equity Pool, are available for students who meet the 
conditions required for this program. Specifically, it is targeted towards students who do not have access to digital 
technologies at home, and where financial hardship conditions mean students are therefore unlikely to be able to 
access their education in an equitable manner to other students.  It is one way Home Hill State High School provides 
targeted support for eligible Senior Secondary students to ensure they can fully access the curriculum. 

Conditions required for being eligible to loan one of the Financial Hardship/Equity Pool laptops. 

To be able to be considered for access to the Financial Hardship/Equity Pool equipment the following conditions 
must be met; 

• The student must be fully enrolled, and student/parent/guardian has to have signed up to Home Hill SHS’s 
Student Resource Scheme program,  

• The student/parent/guardian complete the documentation to include clear indication of request to access 
Financial Hardship/Equity Pool equipment, 

• The student’s account must be up to date with school fee payments, or signed up to a payment plan. Student 
and parent/carers must agree with the program specific costs associated with this program.  

• Completed an EDQUIP EQ11 form/Issue of Equipment Form with parent signature, NOTE: This includes the 
agreement to indemnify the school against the loss or serious damage to the equipment issued. 

• Complete a sign up form to include clear indication of request to access financial hardship Equity Pool 
equipment,  

• These laptops will be set up as a BYOX laptop, they are to remain configured as a BYOX laptop for the duration 
of the agreement. 
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Loan Management 

To track these devices a loan register system will be used to track these devices. As part of the loan register 
documentation the serial number of the device must be recorded against the student name.  The External Request 
for Equipment EDQUIP EQ11/Issue of Equipment Form documentation is to be completed for each loaned device.  

Once the loan form is completed, registered and the laptops are prepared for student use they can be released to 
students. Loan duration is generally for the duration of the school (essentially calendar) year. For Year 11 students 
the loan may be for the 2 years of their Senior School QCE studies (Year 11 & 12).  NOTE:  Due to the limited size of 
the Financial Hardship/Equity Pool consideration for order of provision will be  1) Yr  12, 2) Yr 11, 3) Yr 10. 

How to Get Access 

• Collect a BYOx Charter/BYOX Financial Hardship/Equity Pool application from the office. These documents are 

to be signed by the student and their parent/carer, acknowledging that they understand the terms and 

conditions associated with the BYOx program and the Financial Hardship/Equity Pool loan arrangements at our 

school. 

• Return the signed BYOx Charter, Financial Hardship/Equity Pool application, EDQUIP EQ11 Issue of Equipment 

Form documentation together with a payment of $135 to the office, plus a $10 lock payment. The payment  

consists of  $100 per year for Laptop (Wear & Tear), $35 for one year access to the network and rental of a 

laptop locker. Laptops are SIM enabled – Internet sign-up costs are the responsibility of the lender(s). 

• Each form class has a bank of laptop lockers for students. For a $10 payment per locker lock participating 

students are given a lock and allocated a locker in which they can store their laptop. The school maintains the 

right to inspect the laptop lockers at any time, and have a master key that will override the student lock. Students 

and parents need to be aware that it is the responsibility of the student to ensure the safety of their laptop while 

it is at school. 

Free Software 

As part of the roll out process for the BYOX program, the following software arrangements are available to students 

at Home Hill SHS.  

• FREE Microsoft Office installation 

• Discounted Symantec Antivirus 

Log into the following website http://students.learningplace.eq.edu.au/middle/Pages/default.aspx 

Simply follow the hyperlinks to install Microsoft Office, or to take advantage of the discounted Symantec antivirus 

offer. Students will log on using the same username and password they use at school.  

 

 

 
  

http://students.learningplace.eq.edu.au/middle/Pages/default.aspx
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On Tuesday, 9 February, the school hosted the annual Leaders’ Investiture at the 
Memorial Hall.  It was a time to contemplate the coming year and the challenges 
that leadership can throw at the people who take on these rolls.  To quote a 
famous US President, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can 
do for your country.” JFK challenged every American to contribute in some way to 
the public good.  This aligns with the school’s motto – Finis Coronat Opus – the End 
Crowns the Work.  If everyone works together, for the betterment of the school, 
then this small, rural high school can, and will, deliver great achievements.  
Leadership is about contributing to the public good, and that is what every leader 
made an oath to do – whether they be a School Captain, Executive member of the 
Student Council, a Form Class Representative, House Captain or a Senior student – 
lead the school by example. 

Those recognised on the day, did so in front of the whole school community – staff, 
students and parents/carers – as well as Burdekin Mayor, Ms Lyn McLaughlin, who 
assisted in presenting badges.  We were also privileged enough to have leadership 
from Home Hill State School represented, and Mrs Christine Loizou, our P&C President present on the day. 

Sophie Law, the 2020 School Dux, was also recognised for her academic achievements from last year. 

The whole crowd was entertained by Malcolm Balmer, who was a hit with his guitar playing. 

The ceremony went off without a hitch, and we look forward to a successful 2021, with our leaders playing an integral 
part of that success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders Investiture 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin with 
Indigenous School Captain, 

Louisa Savage 

School Captains, Lucas 
Forno & Mackenzie Linton 

Junior School Captains, Jacob 
Machin & Saelym White 

Principal’s Representatives, Tayah Gibson, 
Rian Berryman & Sharni Smerdon 

Student Council Executive:  
Piper McKeagg (Treasurer), Kaitlin Daley (Secretary), Leah 

Poli (President), Dayna Linton (Vice President) 

Sophie Law - 2020 School 
Dux (Wilmar Award) with 

Mr Kingma 
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House Captains: Calem Saxby (I), Andrew Patane (U), Lachlan Dobe (B), Mackenzie Linton (I), 
Dayna Linton (B), Kaitlin Daley (U) 

Malcom Balmer 
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Home Hill State High School finished its first week back with an Australia Day Ceremony held at school on Friday 29 
January. Led by the new Junior and Senior leaders, the ceremony provided an overview of the celebrations, which 
take place on Australia Day, and the importance of the day. Cruz Torkington, as an Agriculture Ambassador, 
introduced the school to this year’s Agriculture theme of ‘Grow it, Taste it, Don’t waste it’. Mr Kingma also provided 
an interesting address, which spoke of the different perspectives surrounding Australia.  

A special thank you must go to Mrs Todeschino for organising the morning tea, Mr Hung for taking photos, Mr Gall 
for helping with the organisation of the event, and Miss Langford for assisting with the Ceremony.  

After the ceremony, four year 7 students helped with the planting of a Hanky Chief and a Flame Tree. Mrs Nicholas 
and Burdekin Lower Landcare must be acknowledged for providing the tree for the special occasion.  

By M. Fritsch 
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The P&C AGM will be held on Tuesday 9 March at 7.30pm in the Admin common room. If you would like to 
understand how your child’s school operates, or would like to be involved in the school community, please feel free 

to come along. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming NQ Cluster Trial Dates 
Please listen to notices for more information. 

Monday 8 March U18 B & G Basketball 
U19 B & G Hockey 
U15, U18 B & G Touch 
U18 Rugby Union 

Wednesday 17 March U15 & U18 Rugby League 
U13 – 16 B/ 13 - 15 G Football 
U17 - 19 B & 16 - 19G Football 
U19 B & G Volleyball 
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New books available NOW 
 
There are a huge selection of new books and magazines available in 
our library, suited to a range of reading abilities and interests.  Library 
resources are able to be loaned by anyone in our school community 
– students, parents, staff, and even siblings upon request.  Click on 
the Library Catalogue link below to search for a title. 
 
Remember our Library motto – If you will read it, we will buy it! 

 

 
Library Angels/ Volunteers wanted 
 

Expressions of interest for volunteers are being sought for our school library.  
Please contact the school to register your interest by emailing or calling via 
the details below.  Library Angels can be responsible for a number of library 
tasks including loaning items, scanning returns, book shelving, creating 
displays and covering books.  No experience is necessary, and there are 
opportunities to progress to accessioning resources and other library roles.  
Volunteering in our library will give you a chance to learn new skills, be 
creative, and enhance learning and literacy opportunities for students in 
our school. It could be very rewarding! Contact us today!  
 
Register your interest as a Library Volunteer by emailing me at 
ltode1@eq.edu.au, or contact me via the school.   
 

 

Online Catalogue links for all subjects & interests  
  

A wealth of information is available among the tabs present on the HHSHS Online 
Catalogue, with each tab featuring free resources, links, and valuable assistance, on all 
manner of topics.  At present, one of the most popular tabs is our free NETFLIX style 
video platform, ClickView - where students and staff can view curriculum-related 
educational videos and popular films such Percy Jackson, Red Dog, The Avengers, Wrong 
Kind of Black and many more. Please see the flyer on the next page for more 
information. 
 
Check out our HHSHS Online Library Catalogue here - 
http://homehillshs.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/ 
 
Contact Library staff via email (library@homehillshs.eq.edu.au) for assistance in using 
our online catalogue and resources, or to arrange the collection of library books.   
 
Enjoy your Reading!  
Lisa Todeschino  
Teacher-Librarian  

#StudentsNeedSchoolLibraries 

mailto:ltode1@eq.edu.au
http://homehillshs.cmeweb.libcode.com.au/
mailto:library@homehillshs.eq.edu.au
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Interschool Rugby League 

Results - HHSHS ‘Crushers’ 

The Crushers first home game of the season saw both the U15 and Open teams suffer losses 
to Ayr High.  Despite a convincing defeat there is hope for the U15’s next round with a 
number of new players who have joined the boys at training, and a new coach, Mr Doug 
‘Chippo’ Chappell.  Congratulations to Lyle Enoch for scoring the only try, Riley Catanzaro, 
for kicking the conversion and tackling machine, John Schonenberg, and the rest of the boys, 
for playing with Home Hill heart. 

It was a much closer contest in the Open game, coached by Mr Jeff Linton, with Leon Wood 
storming over the line for the first try.  Malcolm Balmer scored a ripper out wide and Jayce Gallego ended up with a 
great try and 2 conversions.  Lucas Forno crossed the try line right before the buzzer, however the final score was 
22-20 to the Ayr High Hawks. 

Many thanks to referee, Mr Jarrod Smith, groundsman, Mr Rick Young, supported by Mr Allan Styles, and all the 
students, parents and staff who helped out with the home game.  It is very much appreciated. 

This week sees the U13 Crushers, joined by players from Burdekin Christian College, play a 10s competition at BCH.  
The U13s are coached by Mr Laurence Drain.   

Uniforms must be returned to the library ASAP in the days 
following each game. 

Crushers Training  

U13 & Opens – 3.15-4.15pm Mondays. 
U15s –11.40am-12.05pm Tuesdays & Thursdays. 
Please bring hat, mouthguard & water bottle. 

All games are Wednesday afternoons and begin at 
3.40pm or 3.30pm for finals. 

U13 games are held at Burdekin Catholic High School on 3 March, 
and Ayr SHS on 17 March.   
U15 & Open games are at BCHS on 10 March, HHSHS on 31 March, 
and ASHS on 21 April.   
All players are to arrive 20 mins prior to the game.  
Finals for all age groups will be in Week 3, of Term 2. 

The Crushers would love to see you support them! 
Up the Hill!! 
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Interschool  

Week 5 saw the first round of interschool Netball played at HHSHS. Our U15 and 
Opens Netball Teams took on Ayr High with both teams taking out convincing 
wins.  

Mackenzie Linton played a full game in at GS, shooting the lights out, while 
standing up to some physical defence. Aaliyah Gibson, Dayna Linton and Kaitlin 
Daley were able to move the ball quickly and efficiently down the court to feed 
our shooters. Zoe Branch, Allie-Jo Farry and Hayley Minuzzo made it difficult for 
the Ayr High team in the defensive circle. The end score was 30 – 14.  

During the U15 match, 
Tayah Gibson started in at 
GS, and did a fantastic job 
shooting alongside Shellyn 
Roberts. Jasmine Styles, Ella 
Swaffield, Asha Christensen 
and Chloe Blacklock rotated 
the centre court positions 

and proved to be effective at chasing the turnovers. Alana Dobe 
and Demi-Bree Smith did well in defence, with both girls piling on 
the pressure, which provided plenty of turnover ball for their 
team and only allowing the other team to get 4 points of the 
board. A great end result 30 – 4.  

NQ Trials  

On 3 March, nine Home Hill 
State High School girls 
travelled to Townsville to 
participate in the NQ Netball 
Trials. The Burdekin U15 
Netball team included Home 
Hill girls Demi-Bree Smith, 
Jasmine Styles, Asha 
Christensen, Alana Dobe and 
Tayah Gibson, while the 
Opens team consisted of 
Mackenzie Linton, Dayna 
Linton, Zoe Branch and 
Aaliyah Gibson.  

All girls gave it their all, 
playing exceptionally well against tough competition. Congratulations 
must go to Jasmine Styles, Alana Dobe, Dayna Linton and Mackenzie Linton 
for being selected in the Possible and Probables.  

Mackenzie Linton then progressed to being selected in the U19 Northern Netball team. Congratulations 
Mackenzie!! 
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Agribusiness Gateway to Industry 
School News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you Ag ready for 2021? 

This year is the International Year of Fruit and Vegetables and the role science and agriculture plays in the sustainable 
production of nutritious and healthy food for the world’s people.   

We are keen to promote a Grow it, Taste it, Don’t Waste it theme throughout our school and build on the great 
Paddock to Plate link we have going with Food studies, Health and PE, wellbeing and sustainability initiatives across 
the school.   

Here is the link about this year’s theme if you would like more information http://www.fao.org/fruits-vegetables-
2021/en/. 

In addition to this, the school theme for National Science Week 2021 will be Food: Different by Design. It will honour 
the United Nations International Year of Fruits and Vegetables and the International Year of Creative Economy for 
Sustainable Development.  Food: Different by Design will cover a broad range of areas in food production and 
sustainable agriculture, enabling students to explore topics such as biosecurity, food technology and laboratory-
developed foods.  Students have already started some strong conversations around where and how food should be 
grown.  

Our school has also been identified as a champion for biosecurity in Queensland. Our mission, should our school 
community choose to accept it, is to become biosecurity warriors and help protect Australia from plant and animal 
pests and diseases. This national initiative aims to strengthen biosecurity awareness and prevention and is a great 
resource to share. Check it out!! Mission Biosecurity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fao.org/fruits-vegetables-2021/en/
http://www.fao.org/fruits-vegetables-2021/en/
http://www.missionbiosecurity.com.au/
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Dig INN Plot  

Our Dig INN Plot is currently getting prepped for 
another great year of productivity. A big thank you to 
Mr Eric Barbagallo and team for assisting us in getting 
the plot ready for the next stage.  We look forward to 
what will come of this great learning tool this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A very big Thank you to Ayr Boring Company 
who continue to be involved in the 
development of our Agricultural Dig INN Plot at 
Home Hill High School.  Recently Ayr Boring 
Company have kindly installed a bore that will 
be used for servicing and enhancing the variety 
of projects planned for the Agriculture 
area.  Students were introduced to the term 
‘water divining’ and learnt a little about ground 
water.  They observed drilling and now have an 
idea about the process.  Thank you once again 
for your ongoing support and interest in the 
education and development of Agriculture at 
Home Hill State High School.  

 

Fun fact! Are you getting enough fruit and vegetables? What do 5 serves of veg and 2 serves 

of fruit look like? 

 Veggies: • 1/2 cup of cooked vegetables • 1 cup of raw or salad vegetables • 1/2 cup of sweet corn • 
1/2 medium potato, sweet potato, and other starchy vegetables • 1/2 cup of cooked peas, beans or 
lentils  

Fruit: • 1 medium apple, banana, orange or pear • 2 small apricots, plums or kiwi fruit  

From Heart Foundation website (https://www.heartfoundation.or g.au/heart-healtheducation/fruit-
vegetables-andheart-health) 
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Year 7 Agriculture  

Year 7 students have been working so hard explore the scientific roles that connect 
the series of steps in the paddock to plate process.  Students have been provided 
with the opportunity to identify the considerations when producing food e.g. soil, 
water, nutrients, light and think about ways these could be monitored through a 
mungbean plant trial.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11/12 Agricultural Practices 

This term students are focusing on the primary industries sector of the 
Australian economy and its many challenges.  Students are assessing Australia’s 
ability to meet these challenges and making suggestions on how the industries 
can improve their operations in a safe, efficient and sustainable manner.  We 
look forward to an excursion later this month to observe a local beef cattle 
enterprise.   

Containers for Change –  

FORM CLASS CHALLENGE 
COMING SOON 

 

As part of Australia’s Clean Up Australia Day Movement we would 
like to conduct another Containers for Change Form Class Challenge. 
Prizes awarded for the form class with the highest count and for 
those students who contribute in a big way. This year we request all 
containers to be clean, lids removed and pre-counted.  Please keep 
an eye out on our Facebook page for further details. Thank you in 
advance for this student council initiative.  The  

You can also deposit them yourself at any ‘Containers for Change’ 

depot and use the scheme ID of C10176819 to continue to raise funds 

for our school’s P&C.  
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Cyber bullying 
Online bullying can have a devastating impact on young people, whose online life is a key part of their identity and 
how they interact socially.  Cyberbullying behaviour takes many forms, such as sending abusive messages, hurtful 
images or videos, nasty online gossip, excluding or humiliating others, or creating fake accounts in someone’s name 
to trick or humiliate them.  

Your child may not tell you if they are experiencing bullying behaviour online because of a fear it might make things 
worse for them or they may lose access to their devices and the internet.  

Signs to watch for 

• being upset after using the internet or their mobile phone 
• changes in personality, becoming more withdrawn, 

anxious, sad or angry  
• appearing more lonely or distressed  
• unexpected changes in friendship groups  
• a decline in their school work  
• changes in their sleep patterns  
• avoidance of school or clubs  
• a decline in their physical health  
• becoming secretive about their online activities and 

mobile phone use 

How do I report serious cyber bullying that is happening to my child?  

To report cyber bullying of a child under 18yrs in Australia follow these steps:   

1. Take screen shots of the cyberbullying for evidence. Make sure you record the date and time on the screen shots 
taken. Save these. (However, if the bullying material involves sexualised images, be aware that possessing or sharing such 
images of people under 18 may be a crime, even if you have just taken a screenshot for evidence purposes.) 

2. Block the bully on all the social media apps being used. Advise your child not to retaliate or respond to bullying 
messages, as sometimes people say hurtful things just to get a response and it could make things worse. If they have 
already responded, encourage them not to respond further. 

3. Report the cyber bullying to the social media platforms that the bullying is occurring on. Be aware that some sites 
take up to 48hrs to remove reported posts. Help your child change their privacy settings to restrict who can see their 
posts and profile page. 

4. If the post is not removed in a timely manner, and is serious cyber bullying, report to the eSafety Commissioner at 
www.esafety.gov.au  

5. If the bullying is threatening someone’s life, or there is image based abuse taking place, immediately contact you 
local police station. When you file a report make sure you get a copy of the report number so your complaint can be 
followed up easily. 

The above information was compiled from www.esafety.gov.au and www.safeonsocial.com – these are great sites 
to visit to find out more details on how to keep your teen safe whilst using technology. 

    Regards, 

Tanya Munro  

 

http://www.safeonsocial.com/
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The Year 7 students have started the year by studying Chemistry in science. They have covered the water cycle, states 
of matter and how the particle theory applies to each state. Students have also learnt about the parts and function 
of a Bunsen burner, with students working towards obtaining their Bunsen burner licence for future experiments. 
The Year 7s were certainly excited to be scientists in their coats and safety glasses. 
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AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
109 Squadron – Burdekin 

 
 

 

 

The AAFC is a youth orientated organisation administered and supported by the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 
 
The AAFC teaches valuable life skills and helps develop qualities including leadership, 
instructional technique, self reliance, confidence, teamwork and communication. 
 
Some activities undertaken by the AAFC include flying, fieldcraft and survival, firearms safety 
training, drill and ceremonial, service knowledge, navigation, Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme. Later this year, a STEM learning programme involving drone technology will be 
commenced as part of our training curriculum. 

 

NOW RECRUITING 
109 Squadron Burdekin is now recruiting Cadets for the 2021 training year. Recruiting is 
available to males and females from 12 years of age (turning 13 during 2021) who are in 
Year 7 or above. 
 
Recruiting information can be obtained: 
 

• online at www.aafc.org.au; 

• by calling to our Base at Tsimba Ridge Training Depot, 46 Little Drysdale Street, Ayr 
(next to the tennis courts) on a Friday night at 7pm, or  

• By phoning the Commanding Officer on 0438 107 059. 
 
  

 

http://www.aafc.org.au/
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 Rain or no rain, on Friday 19 February, the Home Hill Swimming Pool was 
swamped by students keen to start the annual swimming carnival. As usual, the 
six house captains chose a theme for their house, adding a bit of fun and a lot 
of colour! This year Beachmount’s theme was Boar Hunters, Upstart’s was 
Togas and Inkerman’s theme was Tropical. The swimming carnival was a 
massive success with many students participating at their highest level; one 
record was broken for the day - Congratulations Cruz Torkington. 

Usually February deals up the hottest day of the year for our swimming carnival, 
however this year’s overcast, drizzly weather was much more pleasant. The final 
results saw one of the closest swimming carnivals in recent years. Inkerman 
finished in 3rd place with a total of 625 points, Upstart in 2nd place with 694, 
which left Beachmount as the winning team with a total of 712 points. 
Congratulations BEACHMOUNT! 

We have to thank all the staff who assisted in organising and running the 
carnival. Also, a big thanks go to the managers at the Home Hill Pool – Lloyd and 
Lisa Shepherd and the Home Hill Swimming Club for letting us use their equipment, the year 12s and many other 
students, along with all staff who assisted on the day and helped with setting up and cleaning up afterwards. It was 
a fantastic team effort. 

The age champions for 2021 were:  

Boys 12 years — Logan McLean (Inkerman) 
Girls 12 years — Isla Wilkie (Beachmount) 
Boys 13 years — Cruz Torkington (Beachmount) 
Girls 13 years — Sophie Wilkie (Beachmount) 
Boys 14 years — Rian Berryman (Inkerman)  
Girls 14 years — Zoe Bonanno (Inkerman)  
Boys 15 years — Rylan Weston (Inkerman) 
Girls 15 years — Alana Dobe (Beachmount) 
Boys 16 years —   Luke Krug (Upstart) 
Girls 16 years —  Aaliyah Gibson (Inkerman) 
Boys 17 years — Lachlan Dobe (Beachmount)  
Girls 17 years — Dayna Linton (Beachmount) 

Cruz Torkington broke the record for the Boys 13yrs & Under 100m in a time of 1:12.72. The previous record was 
1:34.86 held by Joel Profke. 
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